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The Church is on mission in the world. Faith in Jesus Christ enables us to see all things in their proper 
perspective, as we view the world with God’s own eyes and heart. Hope opens us up to the eternal horizons of 
the divine life that we share. Charity, of which we have a foretaste in the sacraments and in fraternal love, impels 
us to go forth to the ends of the earth (cf. Mic 5:4; Mt 28:19; Acts 1:8; Rom 10:18). A Church that presses 
forward to the farthest frontiers requires a constant and ongoing missionary conversion. How many saints, how 
many men and women of faith, witness to the fact that this unlimited openness, this going forth in mercy, is 
indeed possible and realistic, for it is driven by love and its deepest meaning as gift, sacrifice and gratuitousness 
(cf. 2 Cor 5:14-21)! The man who preaches God must be a man of God (cf. Maximum Illud). 

This missionary mandate touches us personally: I am a mission, always; you are a mission, always; every 
baptized man and woman is a mission. People in love never stand still: they are drawn out of themselves; they 
are attracted and attract others in turn; they give themselves to others and build relationships that are life-giving. 
As far as God’s love is concerned, no one is useless or insignificant. Each of us is a mission to the world, for 
each of us is the fruit of God’s love. Even if parents can betray their love by lies, hatred and infidelity, God never 
takes back his gift of life. From eternity he has destined each of his children to share in his divine and eternal 
life (cf. Eph 1:3-6). 

[…] Today too, the Church needs men and women who, by virtue of their baptism, respond generously to the 
call to leave behind home, family, country, language and local Church, and to be sent forth to the nations, to a 
world not yet transformed by the sacraments of Jesus Christ and his holy Church. By proclaiming God’s word, 
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bearing witness to the Gospel and celebrating the life of the Spirit, they summon to conversion, baptize and offer 
Christian salvation, with respect for the freedom of each person and in dialogue with the cultures and religions 
of the peoples to whom they are sent. The missio ad gentes, which is always necessary for the Church, thus 
contributes in a fundamental way to the process of ongoing conversion in all Christians. Faith in the Easter event 
of Jesus; the ecclesial mission received in baptism; the geographic and cultural detachment from oneself and 
one’s own home; the need for salvation from sin and liberation from personal and social evil: all these demand 
the mission that reaches to the very ends of the earth.  
  




