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“We pray for all those
suffering from religious
discrimination and
persecution; may their own
rights and dignity be
recognized, which originate
from being brothers and
sisters in the human family”
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8. It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we can contribute
to the rebirth of a universal aspiration to fraternity. Fraternity between all men and women. “Here we have a
splendid secret that shows us how to dream and to turn our life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life
in isolation... We need a community that supports and helps us, in which we can help one another to keep
looking ahead. How important it is to dream together... By ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things that are not
there. Dreams, on the other hand, are built together”.[6] Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow
travelers sharing the same flesh, as children of the same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing
the richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all.
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128. If the conviction that all human beings are brothers and sisters is not to remain an abstract idea but to find
concrete embodiment, then numerous related issues emerge, forcing us to see things in a new light and to
develop new responses.

131. For those who are not recent arrivals and already participate in the fabric of society, it is important to apply
the concept of “citizenship”, which “is based on the equality of rights and duties, under which all enjoy justice. It
is therefore crucial to establish in our societies the concept of full citizenship and to reject the discriminatory use
of the term minorities, which engenders feelings of isolation and inferiority. Its misuse paves the way for hostility
and discord; it undoes any successes and takes away the religious and civil rights of some citizens who are thus
discriminated against”.[112]

271. The different religions, based on their respect for each human person as a creature called to be a child of
God, contribute significantly to building fraternity and defending justice in society. Dialogue between the followers
of different religions does not take place simply for the sake of diplomacy, consideration or tolerance. In the
words of the Bishops of India, “the goal of dialogue is to establish friendship, peace and harmony, and to share
spiritual and moral values and experiences in a spirit of truth and love”.[259]

281. Ajourney of peace is possible between religions. Its point of departure must be God’s way of seeing things.
“God does not see with his eyes, God sees with his heart. And God's love is the same for everyone, regardless
of religion. Even if they are atheists, his love is the same. When the last day comes, and there is sufficient light
to see things as they really are, we are going to find ourselves quite surprised”.[278]

282. It follows that “we believers need to find occasions to speak with one another and to act together for the
common good and the promotion of the poor. This has nothing to do with watering down or concealing our
deepest convictions when we encounter others who think differently than ourselves... For the deeper, stronger
and richer our own identity is, the more we will be capable of enriching others with our own proper
contribution”.[279] We believers are challenged to return to our sources, in order to concentrate on what is
essential: worship of God and love for our neighbour, lest some of our teachings, taken out of context, end up
feeding forms of contempt, hatred, xenophobia or negation of others. The truth is that violence has no basis in
our fundamental religious convictions, but only in their distortion.
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