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All women religious, all consecrated women should live mystically, because yours is a marriage: your is a 
vocation of maternity; it is a vocation of acting on behalf of Mother Church and of Mother Mary. But those who 
tell you this, they think that being a mystic is being a mummy, always praying like that… No, no. You have to 
pray and to work according to your own charism, and when the charism leads you to work with refugees, to work 
with the poor, you should do it, and they will call you “communist”; that’s the least of what they will say about 
you. But you should do it. Because the charism leads you to this. In Argentina, I remember a sister, she was 
provincial of her congregation. A good woman, and she’s still working… she’s nearly my age, yes. And she 
works against those who traffic youngsters, who traffic people. I remember, under the military government in 
Argentina, they wanted to put her in jail, putting pressure on the Archbishop, putting pressure on the Provincial 
Superior, before she became provincial, “because this woman is a communist.” And this woman saved so many 
girls, so many girls! And yes, that’s the Cross. What did they say about Jesus? That he was Beelzebub, that he 
had the power of Beelzebub. Calumny: be prepared for it. If you do good, with prayer, before God, taking on all 
the consequences of your charism and you go forward, prepare yourselves for defamation and calumny, 
because the Lord chose this way for himself! 
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And we bishops must protect these women who are an icon of the Church, when they do difficult things, and are 
slandered and persecuted. To be persecuted is the last of the Beatitudes. The Lord said: “Blessed are you when 
you are persecuted, insulted”, and all of these things. But here the danger can be: “I get on with my thing”; no, 
no, listen now: when they persecute you – speak. With your community, with your superior, speak with everyone, 
ask for advice, discern: once again this word. And this sister of whom I was speaking now, one day I found her 
crying, and she said, “Look at the letter I received from Rome – I won’t say from where – what must I do?” – “Are 
you a daughter of the Church?” “Yes!” – “Do you want to obey the Church?” – “Yes!” – “Answer that you will be 
obedient to the Church, then go to your superior, go to your community, go to your bishop – that was me – and 
the Church will tell you what to do. But not a letter that comes from 12,000 kilometres away”. Because someone 
close to the sister’s enemies had written, and she had been slandered. Be courageous, but with humility, 
discernment, prayer, dialogue. 
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