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For World Youth Day 

AUGUST 
 

“Let us pray that the World 
Youth Day in Lisbon will 

help young people to set out 
on the journey, witnessing to 

the Gospel with their own 
lives” 

  

PRAYER INTENTION REFLECTION 

MESSAGE FOR THE XXXVI WORLD YOUTH DAY10 
Francis 
21 November 2021 
 
Dear young people, 
Once again I would like to take you by the hand and walk with you on the spiritual pilgrimage that leads to the 
2023 World Youth Day in Lisbon. 
 
Whenever a young person falls, in some sense all humanity falls. Yet it is also true that when a young person 
rises, it is as if the whole world rises as well.  Young people, what great potential you have in your hands! What 
great strength you have in your hearts! 
 
Today too, God is saying to each one of you: “Arise!” I fervently hope that this Message may help us prepare for 
new times and a new page in the history of humanity.  Yet we cannot begin anew without you, dear young 
people. If our world is to arise, it needs your strength, your enthusiasm, your passion. […] 
 
Arise and bear witness!” 
 
When we embrace the new life bestowed on us in baptism, the Lord gives us an important and life-changing 
mission: “You are to be my witness!” 
 

                                                 
10 See full message: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/youth/documents/papa-francesco_20210914_messaggio-giovani_2021.html 
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Today Christ speaks to you the same words that he spoke to Paul: Arise! Do not remain downcast or caught up 
in yourself: a mission awaits you! You too can testify to what Jesus has begun to accomplish in your lives. In 
Jesus’ name, I ask you: 
- Arise! Testify that you too were blind and encountered the light. You too have seen God’s goodness and beauty 
in yourself, in others and in the communion of the Church, where all loneliness is overcome. 
- Arise! Testify to the love and respect it is possible to instil in human relationships, in the lives of our families, in 
the dialogue between parents and children, between the young and the elderly. 
- Arise! Uphold social justice, truth and integrity, human rights. Protect the persecuted, the poor and the 
vulnerable, those who have no voice in society, immigrants. 
- Arise! Testify to the new way of looking at things that enables you to view creation with eyes brimming with 
wonder, that makes you see the Earth as our common home, and gives you the courage to promote an integral 
ecology. 
- Arise! Testify that lives of failure can be rebuilt, that persons spiritually dead can rise anew, that those in 
bondage can once more be free, that hearts overwhelmed by sorrow can rediscover hope. 
- Arise! Testify joyfully that Christ is alive! Spread his message of love and salvation among your contemporaries, 
at school and in the university, at work, in the digital world, everywhere. 
 
The Lord, the Church and the Pope trust you and appoint you to bear witness before all those other young 
people whom you will encounter on today’s “roads to Damascus”. Never forget that “anyone who has truly 
experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. 
Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 120). 
 
Arise and celebrate WYD in the particular Churches! 

Once again, I invite all of you, young people throughout the world, to take part in this spiritual pilgrimage leading 
to the celebration of the 2023 World Youth Day in Lisbon. The next event, however, will take place in your 
particular Churches, in the different dioceses and eparchies of the world, where the 2021 World Youth Day will 
be celebrated locally, on the Solemnity of Christ the King. 

I hope that all of us can experience these steps along the way as true pilgrims, and not merely as “religious 
tourists”! May we be increasingly open to God’s surprises, for he wants to light up our path. May we be more 
and more open to hearing his voice, also through the voices of our brothers and sisters. In this way, we will help 
one another to arise together and, at this troubled time in our history, we will become the prophets of a new and 
hope-filled future! May the Blessed Virgin Mary intercede for all of us. 

 
 1 - 6 August 2023 – World Youth Day –Lisbon 

 

Gennaio 2022 
https://thepopevideo.org/i-giovani-alla-scuola-di-maria/?lang=it 
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